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BRIEFING MEMORANDUM

TO: Department of Texas Commander, Adjutant & Judge Advocate 

FROM: American Legion Riders – Department of Texas

SUBJECT: Legal & Governing Compliance of TX ALR Framework

I. PURPOSE OF THIS BRIEFING

The purpose of this memorandum is to explain and demonstrate that Resolution No. DEC 03–26 and the proposed ALR Texas Constitution & By-Laws, hereafter referred to as “TX ALR Framework,” is fully compliant with:
· The National Constitution & By-Laws of The American Legion
· The Department of Texas Constitution & By-Laws
· Applicable National Executive Committee (NEC) resolutions, including NEC Resolution No. 5 (May 5–6, 2021) governing the American Legion Riders program
· Established Department standards regarding authority, liability, discipline, and governance

This briefing also explains why the TX ALR Framework is legally conservative, non-duplicative, and protective of Department and Post authority.

II. CONTROLLING DOCUMENTS (TX ALR FRAMEWORK)

TX ALR Framework consists of the following documents:
1. Resolution No. DEC 03–26
· Adopted by the Americanism Commission
· Approved by the Mid-Winter Department Executive Committee

2. Proposed ALR Texas Constitution & By-Laws
· Establishes ALR Texas as a Department-level program
· Explicitly denies separate legal entity status
· Places ALR Texas under Department authority and committee oversight

III. COMPLIANCE WITH NATIONAL CONSTITUTION & BY-LAWS

The TX ALR Framework complies with National requirements that American Legion Riders operate solely as a program and not as a separate organization.
It creates no independent chartering authority, contracting authority, or policy authority outside of Department control.

IV. COMPLIANCE WITH NEC RESOLUTION NO. 5 (MAY 5–6, 2021)

NEC Resolution No. 5 requires Post or Department sponsorship, compliance with governing documents, and consistent officer title usage.

The TX ALR Framework fully complies with these requirements.

V. COMPLIANCE WITH DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS CONSTITUTION & BY-LAWS

ALR Texas operates under the Americanism Committee and remains subject to Department Commander, DEC, and Convention authority.

Financial oversight remains with sponsoring Posts and the Department.

VI. WHY TX ALR FRAMEWORK IS LEGALLY CONSERVATIVE

The Framework creates no independent legal entity, grants no independent authority, and includes safeguards regarding insurance, discipline, and outside affiliations.

VII. COMPLIANCE WITH THE FOUR RULES OF AN AMERICAN LEGION PROGRAM

In addition to compliance with National and Department governing documents, the TX ALR Framework conforms to the Four Rules of an American Legion Program, which establish structural guardrails for all Legion programs.

Rule 1: The Program Must Operate as a Program and Not as a Separate Legal Entity. - The TX ALR Framework establishes ALR Texas as a Department-level program and does not create a separate legal entity. No independent corporate structure, chartering authority, contracting authority, or autonomous policy authority is granted.

Rule 2: The Program Must Remain Under Legion Authority. - ALR Texas remains subordinate to National and Department governing documents and to the authority of the Department Commander, Department Executive Committee, and Department Convention.

Rule 3: The Program Must Comply with National and Department Governing Documents. The Framework incorporates and affirms compliance with National Constitution & By-Laws, NEC Resolution No. 5, NEC Resolution No. 37, and Resolution DEC 03–26.

Rule 4: The Program Must Protect the Legion Name, Emblem, and Nonpartisan Status. - The Framework restricts unauthorized affiliations, political messaging, and improper insignia to protect the Legion’s name and public standing.

VIII. CONCLUSION

Based on review of National and Department governing documents and applicable resolutions, the TX ALR Framework is compliant, preserves Department authority, protects Posts, and safeguards the American Legion brand.
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AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS
DEPARTMENT OF   TEXAS

(A Program of The American Legion, Department of Texas)

PREAMBLE

For God and Country, we associate ourselves together for the following purposes: To uphold and defend the Constitution of the United States of America; to maintain law and order; to foster and perpetuate a one hundred percent Americanism; to preserve the memories and incidents of our associations in all wars; to inculcate a sense of individual obligation to the community, state and nation; to combat the autocracy of both the classes and the masses; to make right the master of might; to promote peace and good will on earth; to safeguard and transmit to posterity the principles of justice, freedom and democracy; to consecrate and sanctify our comradeship by our devotion to mutual helpfulness.
[bookmark: ARTICLE_I_—_NAME]
ARTICLE I — NAME

Section 1.  The name of this organization shall be American Legion Riders, Department of Texas, “ALR Texas.”

Section 2.  ALR Texas is a department-level program of The American Legion, Department of Texas, and is not a separate legal entity.

[bookmark: ARTICLE_II_—_PURPOSE]ARTICLE II — PURPOSE

Section 1. The purposes of ALR Texas are:
· To promote the aims and purposes of The American Legion.
· To promote motorcycle safety and public awareness.
· To support The American Legion Family and veterans’ causes through service and charitable activities consistent with Department and National directives.

[bookmark: ARTICLE_III_—_AUTHORITY_AND_GOVERNANCE]ARTICLE III — AUTHORITY AND GOVERNANCE

Section 1.  ALR Texas shall be organized and operated only as a program supported by a Post, the Department, or other duly constituted Department governing body, and shall conform to lawful Department and Post decisions.

Section 2.  ALR Texas and all subordinate ALR programs in Texas shall comply with:
· The National Constitution & By-Laws of The American Legion,
· The Department of Texas Constitution & By-Laws,
· The guidelines of NEC Resolution No. 5, and
· applicable Post, and Department directives.

Section 3. Oversight of ALR Texas shall be exercised by the Department Commander, the Department Executive Committee, and the Department’s designated Committee structure, consistent with Department governing documents.

Section 4. All ALR activities or any kind, including but not limited to meetings, rides, rallies, and fundraisers, shall be sponsored by a sponsoring post who shall bear the responsibility and liability for the planning and conduct of the specific activity. The Department, Divisions, and Districts shall not sponsor activities, not bear responsibility or liability for their planning, conduct, outcome, or consequences. 

[bookmark: ARTICLE_IV_—_MEMBERSHIP]ARTICLE IV — MEMBERSHIP

Section 1. Eligibility. 
A. Membership in ALR Texas shall be by Chapter. 
B. All ALR Chapters in the Department shall be members of ALR Texas.
C. Membership in an ALR Chapter shall be as constituted by the Chapters and is limited to current members in good standing of:
· The American Legion 
· Sons of The American Legion, or 
· The American Legion Auxiliary.

Section 2. Motorcycle requirement. Each Rider member shall establish and maintain membership by owning, individually or through recognized household relationship, a motorcycle equal to or greater than 650cc, properly licensed and insured, as required by Texas law.

Section 3. Continued membership. Continued membership may be allowed for members who can no longer operate a motorcycle due to age, injury, illness, or other circumstances beyond their control.


Section 4. Supporting Members. 
A. ALR Texas takes no position as to the question of Supporting Members but requires that all supporting members be a member of the American Legion, Sons of the American Legion, or American Legion Auxiliary.  
B. Supporting Members shall not vote and shall not hold ALR office.

Section 5. One-chapter rule. A member should not hold Rider membership in more than one Post chapter as a full Rider member at the same time.

Section 6. If there is no ALR Chapter at a Member's home Post, Member may join another if allowed by the Local Post.

[bookmark: ARTICLE_V_—_ORGANIZATION_AND_SUBORDINATE]ARTICLE V — ORGANIZATION AND SUBORDINATE PROGRAMS

Section 1. Post Chapters. The basic ALR unit in Texas is the Post Chapter, organized under the sponsorship and control of a chartered Post in good standing. Post Chapters exist at the discretion of their sponsoring Post and remain accountable to the Post.

Section 2. Department Structure. ALR Texas shall be administered through a Department-level ALR Advisory Committee (see By-Laws) operating within the Department’s committee system.

Section 3. Guidelines at all levels. Each subordinate ALR program (Department & Post) shall establish a Constitution and Bylaws (CB&L) consistent with Department and National requirements and consistent with the standards affirmed in DEC 03-26.

Section 4. All ALR Chapters shall be sponsored by an American Legion Post of the Department of Texas. The Department, its Divisions, and Districts are not chapter sponsoring organizations. 

[bookmark: ARTICLE_VI_—_OFFICERS]ARTICLE VI — OFFICERS

Section 1. The only approved first and second officer titles shall be:
· Director and Assistant Director Chairman
· Vice Chairman

Section 2. Additional officer positions may be established by By-Laws (e.g., Secretary, Treasurer, Sergeant-at-Arms, Road Captain/Safety), provided they do not conflict with National/ Department rules.

[bookmark: ARTICLE_VII_—_EMBLEMS,_BRAND,_AND_CONDUC]ARTICLE VII — EMBLEMS, BRAND, AND CONDUCT

Section 1. Members shall maintain the image of The American Legion and use only authorized emblems and emblem items.

Section 2. Vests and insignia shall avoid explicit/offensive language or imagery and avoid political/partisan messaging, consistent with Legion nonpartisan status.

Section 3. Consistent with DEC 03-26, vests shall not display sexually explicit, politically defamatory, anti-American, or criminal-glorifying insignia, including outlaw-culture identifiers described in DEC 03-26.

[bookmark: ARTICLE_VIII_—_AMENDMENTS]ARTICLE VIII — AMENDMENTS

This Constitution may be amended by the ALR Texas membership as provided in the By-Laws, subject to review/approval for compliance by the Department Judge Advocate’s approval by the Department Executive Committee or Department Convention.

[bookmark: BY-LAWS]BY-LAWS
AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS
DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS

ARTICLE I – DEPARTMENT ALR ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Section 1. Purpose. The ALR Texas Advisory Committee exists to ensure ALR Texas operates:
· within Department of Texas rules and procedures, and 
· within NEC Resolution No. 5 (May 5–6, 2021) and subsequent National guidance.

Section 2. Authority. The Advisory Committee serves in an advisory/governance role as delegated by the Department Commander/DEC and shall not act contrary to Department authority.

Section 3. Composition. The Advisory Committee shall include at minimum:
· Chairman
· 4 Vice Chairman representing each of the 4 Divisions
· Secretary - appointed by Chairman confirmed by all 4 Vice Chairmen
· Treasurer - appointed by Chairman confirmed by all 4 Vice Chairmen

Section 4. Appointment/Selection. Committee method shall be established by Department policy; at minimum, all Advisory Committee members must be Legionnaire ALR members in good standing.  

Section advisory Committee shall:
· Maintain statewide program guidance consistent with NEC Resolution 5 and Department direction.
· Maintain a registry of recognized Post chapters and an annual officer roster.
· Recommend SOP/standing rules, including safety and event insurance standards.
· Protect Legion emblems/brand use and ensure compliance.
· Provide periodic reports through the assigned Department Committee chain.

[bookmark: ARTICLE_II]ARTICLE II – CHAPTER RECOGNITION AND CONTINUING STATUS

Section 1. Recognition Requirements. A Post chapter shall be recognized when it:
· Provides a sponsoring Post endorsement (commander/executive committee / general membership)
· Provides an initial officer roster and annual updates
· Adopts a chapter constitution & by-laws not inconsistent with National/Department/ALR Texas requirements.

Section 2. Insurance Review. 
A. Sponsoring Posts are required to review liability insurance for sufficient coverage, including special event coverage, for hosted ALR events.
B. Posts shall provide a “hold harmless” agreement to the Department of Texas and ALR Texas.
C. Posts shall include on their insurance policy as an ‘additional insured’ the Department of Texas and ALR Texas.

Section 3. Discipline/Status. A chapter may be suspended or have recognition withdrawn for cause, including violation of governing documents, misuse of emblems, or conduct unbecoming, consistent with Department authority and Legion due process.

Section 4. There shall be no “independent” chapters of the ALR within the Department of Texas.

[bookmark: ARTICLE_III_MEMBERSHIP_CLASSES_AND_RIGHT]ARTICLE III – MEMBERSHIP CLASSES AND RIGHTS

[bookmark: ARTICLE_IV_OFFICERS_AND_ELECTIONS]Section 1. Membership in ALR Texas shall be by Chapter.

Section 2. All ALR Chapters in the Department shall be members of ALR Texas.

Section 3. ALR Posts shall specify in their Constitution and By Laws which classes of members they may wish to constitute. Such classes of membership are limited to current members in good standing of: 
· The American Legion
· Sons of The American Legion
· American Legion Auxiliary

ARTICLE IV – OFFICERS AND ELECTIONS

Section 1. Required titles.
· Chairman (Appointed by incoming Department Commander from ALR Texas Legionnaires, to serve on The ALR Texas Advisory Committee)
· Vice Chairman (1 appointed by each of the 4 Division Vice Commander to serve on The ALR Texas Advisory Committee)
· Secretary (Appointed by ALR Chairman and confirmed by the 4 Vice Chairmen)
· Treasurer (Appointed by ALR Chairman and confirmed by the 4 Vice Chairmen)

Section 2.  Votes. Each Chapter shall have One (1) Vote at all voting outside of the Chapter level. Only Chapters present may vote, no proxy voting.

Section 3. Terms. Terms of ALR Texas officers shall be concurrent with the anointing Department Officer.

Section 4.  Removal/Vacancies. Procedures shall follow Department policy and due process standards; vacancies may be filled by the Advisory Committee subject to Department confirmation where required.

[bookmark: ARTICLE_V_MEETINGS]ARTICLE V – MEETINGS

Section 1. ALR Texas shall hold 4 membership meeting annually; 1 at Department Convention and 1 each at Fall & Mid-Winter DECs and one at the State Rally

Section 2. Committee Quorum requires 2/3 present.

Section 3. Only Chapters present may vote, no proxy voting allowed.
 
[bookmark: ARTICLE_VI_FINANCE]ARTICLE VI – FINANCE

Section 1. ALR Texas shall be self-funding unless otherwise directed by the Department. (Common Department model.)

Section 2. Funds shall be handled in a manner consistent with Department finance controls and Post sponsorship requirements. All disbursements shall be documented and reported.

Section 3. Each year the Department Director shall provide the Department Adjutant proof of a surety bond covering the Department Director for all activities involving the handling of money, and a claim for Department reimbursement for the cost of said bond. 

[bookmark: ARTICLE_VII]ARTICLE VII – SAFETY, AND INSURANCE

Section 1. Safety and legal compliance. All members shall maintain proper insurance and obey all applicable state laws and the laws of any state(s) in which they ride.

[bookmark: ARTICLE_VIII]ARTICLE VIII – EMBLEMS, APPAREL, AND PATCH STANDARDS

Section 1. Emblem protection and authorized use shall comply with NEC Resolution 5.

Section 2. Vest/patch restrictions shall include (at minimum) the DEC 03-26 standards regarding explicit/offensive, political/partisan, defamatory, anti-American, and criminal-glorifying insignia, including outlaw-culture identifiers described therein.

[bookmark: ARTICLE_IX_OUTSIDE_ORGANIZATIONS]ARTICLE IX – OUTSIDE ORGANIZATIONS

ALR Texas chapters and members shall not enter into formal associations or club/council membership with any outside organization that may act or vote outside the control of The American Legion, consistent with NEC Resolution 37 as incorporated into NEC Resolution 5 and DEC 03-26 standards.
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ARTICLE X – PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY

The current edition of Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised shall govern where not inconsistent with National/Department rules or these documents.

[bookmark: ARTICLE_XI_AMENDMENTS]ARTICLE XI – AMENDMENTS

Section 1. Proposed amendments shall be submitted in writing with notice to membership.

Section 2. Amendments require a two-thirds (2/3) vote of members present and voting at a properly noticed meeting and shall be subject to review by the Department Judge Advocate for compliance and such Department approvals as required.

ARTICLE XII – OFFICIAL SECTION

The preceding articles, sections, and pages constitute the official Constitution and By-Laws of The American Legion, Department of Texas, American Legion Riders as adopted by Department Executive Committee in Austin, Texas, July 9, 2026.




To certify which witness the official signature of the Department Commander, Department Adjutant and the Department Judge Advocate of The American Legion, Department of Texas, this the 9th Day of July 2026.


	___________________ 
Department Commander


	________________________ 
Department Adjutant


	_______________________ 
Department Judge Advocate
